The 'psychiatric importance of pellagra The psychiatric importance of pellagra is considerable. It has been estimated that from 4 to 10 per cent of all pellagrins show mental symptoms (Henderson and Gillespie, 1940 (Manson-Bahr, 1940 (Dhunjibhoy, 1938 (Dhunjibhoy, , 1939 (Dhunjibhoy, , 1940 1940a; Das, 1942) . As early as 1915, Singer (Strecker and Ebaugh, 1935) Lowe (1931) , Raman (1933) . Gupta (1935) , Panja (1935) , Dhyagude and Khadilkar (1939), Goodall (1940) , Ahmed (1942 Ahmed ( , 1942a , Batra (1942) , Patel and Shah (1942) , Motashaw (1942), Heilig (1943) , Napier and Chaudhuri (1943) and Dey (1943) . Lowe (1931) Matthews (1938) , Rachmilewitz and Glueck (1938), Bogart (1938) , Goodall (1940) , Ahmed (1942) , Batra (1942) , Patel and Shah (1942) , Patel and Motashaw (1942) and Dey (1943) . This is only one side of the picture as we often come across cases in which nicotinic acid does not cause any improvement in the mental condition of the patient.
The case described below is one of this nature. (1) diarrhoea for the last 5 months, and (2) weakness and inability to do any work for the last 2 months.
The patient is the third child of healthy parents.
There is no history of mental illness in the family. He was married at the age of 18 years and has three healthy children.
His diet consisted of rice, pulse, vegetables and milk. (Jolliffe, 1941; Ruffin, 1941 (Henderson and Gillespie, 1940 Cleckley (1941) , Jolliffe (1941) and Ruffin (1941) 
